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MR. CUNDARI: Today's date is October 18, 

2001. The time is 9:15. I'm George Cundari with 

Richard Dunn of the Fire Department of the City of 

New York. I'm conducting an individual with the 

following individual. 

Q. Please state your name, rank, title and 
assigned command? 

A. SCOTT HOLOWACH, Firefighter third grade, 
assigned to Engine 3. 

Q. Can you please tell us the events of 
September 11, 2001. 

A. I just got on that morning. We were in the 
house -- I was in the house watch with Angel Juarbe, 
one of the guys who was missing from Ladder 12. We 
noticed on the news that one of the planes hit the 
Trade Center. Shortly after that the Chief was sent 
and I guess like 30 seconds later we were sent. We 
were sent by ourselves at first and we called up 
dispatch and asked if they want the high rise and they 
said to roll everything, so we took the high rise down 
with us. 

AS we were going, we went down to Canal 
Street and made a right and went to the West Side 


Highway and came down towards the Trade Center on the 
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West Side Highway. As we were responding, all you 
could see is a lot of smoke pouring out of the north 
tower. I had Firefighter Sweeney with me in the high 
rise rig. 

When we first pulled up, we drove just south 
of the pedestrian bridge, the north pedestrian bridge, 
which came out of the tower to the Winter Garden. I 
noticed a lot of debris coming down from the building, 
so we had to jump back into the high rise rig and made 
a U turn and parked underneath the pedestrian bridge 
facing north. 

At that time, I started walking towards 
Engine 3. Engine 3 drove south to the south pedestrian 
bridge to make a U turn to come back and as I'm walking 
towards the Engine to find out what Lieutenant Walsh 
wanted us to do, I heard the sound of a jet plane. I 
looked up and saw it pretty close and I was like holy 
shit. What's going on with the with the flight 
patterns. All of a sudden, the wings turned and it 
dove right into the building and it was screwed up. 

At that time Chief Ganci was behind me and he 
thought there was another explosion in the north tower 
and that's when I turned around and said Chief, listen, 


there is a second plane that hit the other tower. He 
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was like no no no no, we have another explosion. I 
said no, Chief, I witnessed it. I watched the plane 
hit the other tower. He is like are you sure. I said 
Chief, I'm 100 hundred percent positive I watched the 
second plane hit the other tower. 

That's when Ganci got on the radio and called 
for the military. Walsh walked up to him and said 
Chief, 3 engines here with the high rise. Do you want 
us to go into the tower and report to the command 
center. He said, no we are going to set up another 
command center outside. Just stand fast. They set up 
the command center in the mouth of the garage of the 
World Financial building. We were standing there and 
Lieutenant Walsh said listen, why don't you go stand on 
top underneath the pedestrian bridge, because if 
anything happens there is too many guys, here at least 
you guys can run some other way. This way you are not 
tripping over 100 other guys. 

We were standing underneath the pedestrian 
bridge. We were watching people jump out of the 
building. I guess we were there for a little while, 
20, 25 minutes. In the meantime we were sitting there 
and something gave me a gut feeling that something was 


going to happen, so I turned to the guys and I said 
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listen, if anything happens, I said let's dive into 
this building because the Winter Garden, the staircase 
is pretty solid and there is two hallways. We will run 
to the right. 

Shortly after that, sure enough, I heard -- I 
don't know even -- I guess a rumbling sound. I looked 
up and I see the whole 70th floor basically like buckle 
out and start crumbling down the outside of the 
building. At the time I grabbed two other guys and 
said let's get the hell out of here. We dove into the 


building and after the rumbling stopped -- 


Q. Would have been south tower collapsing? 
A. The south tower. 
Q. You could see it from your position? 


A. Yes. I visually watched the 70 floor. It 
looked like almost it was buckling outwards and then it 
just went down the outside of the building, just like 
scaled the outside of the building and it just started 
pancaking and that's when I grabbed the two guys and 
the third guy followed us in. We dove into the hallway 
to the right of the staircase and huddled the wall. I 
guess the fourth guy, Cronick, ran out the back of the 
building. 


But after the rumbling stopped, it was so 
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thick in there you couldn't even see each other next to 
us, so my first thought was to make sure the guys were 
all right. So I asked Sweeney and Aguilera, who was a 
proby, a 14 weeker here, if they were okay. I screamed 
for Cronick and they said they think he ran out the 
back. I said all right, I said we got a lot of people 
with us, we got to start searching the area. 

So we started searching the area to make sure 
that everybody is getting out, take them out the back. 
I got split up from these guys. I ended up with 
another proby from another company and we went and 
started searching the lobby of the Winter Garden and 
the first floor of the World Financial Center. 

Q. Scott, did you have a radio at that time? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Were you able to contact anybody on the 
radio? 

A. I didn't try to, actually I didn't think 


about it. I don't remember if anybody was -- 


Q. Was it working? 

A. Yes, it was working. I don't remember 
hearing -- 

Q. What channel were you on? 


A. I think I switched to 7. I'm not sure. I 
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don't remember now. I'm pretty sure I did. Like I 
said, after I ran to the proby, we searched the ground 
level of the World Financial Center. We ended up 
outside on the southbound side of the mouth of the 
garage. We searched out front and we ended up 
directing a bunch of people, Chiefs and civilians, 
towards the water. When we walked back to the entrance 
to the Winter Gardens is when we ran into -- found you 
guys again and we came outside and found Lieutenant 
Walsh. He was worried about our chauffeur. Now we 
started looking for our chauffeur. We found our 
chauffeur. We were standing on Vesey and West and I 
guess the Chiefs and the other officers made the 
decision to move everybody down towards the Pier, 
towards the water, to reorganize and figure out what's 
going on. 

Q. That was by where the fire boat was? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Bank Street? 

A No, actually down by the river terrace. We 
were actually on the water, right where Marine One 
ended up being docked. I guess we were there 10 
minutes, 15 minutes. It's hard to tell time. 


Everything went so quick. We were there a short period 
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of time and that's when we heard the north tower coming 
down and noticed the big dust cloud and we started 
running north towards the water. 

Before the north tower came down, we helped a 
lot of firemen get on the ferries and shipped them over 
to Jersey. 

Q. Were they injured? 

A. Yes, they were injured. We had the one 
Lieutenant on it. I don't remember what company he was 
from. He looked like he might be having a heart 
attack, so we put him out. Guys from 21 Truck were 
there with injuries, so we put them on the ferries. A 
few other guys from other companies, I'm not even sure 
where they were from. 

Like I said, after the second collapse, and 
the dust started settling, we went back and grabbed 
whatever gear we could and headed north to the end of 
the Pier and then went back to the West Side Highway is 
where they were mustering everybody and they kept on 
pushing us north because they thought there was a gas 
leak and a bomb in the American Express building. They 
kept on moving us north of the high school there. 

Q. Stuyvesant High School? 


A. Yes, Stuyvesant High School, until they 
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figured out, I guess, there was no gas leak or no 
secondary bomb. Or no bomb. I guess they put the PD 
in there to search it. They moved us back south. We 
ended up back up on Vesey Street and West Street and 
just hanging out until tower 7 came down. 

After tower 7 came down, we went right to 
work over at tower 7 to put the fires out. That's 
where we stayed until we were relieved. 

Q. Did you see a lot of civilians coming out 


towards you away by the water on West Street? 


A. There wasn't much civilians at the water, no, 
no. 

Q. There wasn't too many -- 

A. More Fire Department personnel, PD and EMS on 


the water. There was a few civilians, but not an 
overwhelming amount. As I said, more of the emergency 
personnel went towards the water. I think most of the 
civilians went north. 

Q. After the collapse, did you -- was there many 
injuries after that or you saw a lot of injuries after 
the collapse? 

A. I saw a few. I expected a lot more. If we 
saw 20 or 30 injuries, that was a lot. Most of the 


injuries were from taking in all that dust it seemed 
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like. More people just coughing and difficulty 
breathing afterwards. 
MR. CUNDARI: Scott, I would like to thank 
you for taking part in this interview. Time is 


9:25. This concludes this interview. 


